The planes of the two benzene rings in the molecule of the title compound, C 13 H 11 BF 2 O 3 , form a dihedral angle of 76.06 (3) ; the C-O-C-C torsion angle characterizing the conformation of the central link of the molecule is À79. 20 (1) . The dihydroxyboron group is not coplanar with the benzene ring bonded to the B atom; one of the C-C-B-O torsion angles is 32.39 (2) . One of the OH groups of the boronic acid fragment is engaged in an intramolecular hydrogen bond, whereas the second OH group participates in intermolecular hydrogen bonding, which leads to the formation of centrosymmetric dimers.
Related literature
For applications of boronic acids and aryl-benzyl ethers, see: Bien et al. (1995) ; Dai et al. (2009) ; Miyaura & Suzuki (1995) . For the structure of a related boronic acid, see: Serwatowski et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The high synthetic utility of boronic acids (Bien et al., 1995; Miyaura & Suzuki, 1995) boosts continuous progress in the preparation and characterization of these compounds. The title compound, C 13 H 11 BF 2 O 3 (I), is the first example of the arylboronic acid based on the aryl-benzyl ether core containing aryloxymethylene substituent. The structure of arylboronic acid with benzyloxy substituent has been published a few years ago (Serwatowski et al., 2006) . Aryl-benzyl ethers found recently their new application as human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) inhibitors (Dai et al., 2009 ).
The planes of two benzene rings in the molecule of (I) (Fig. 1 ) form the dihedral angle of 76.06 (3)° and the torsion angle C8-O3-C7-C6 characterizing the conformation of the central link of the molecule, is equal to -79.20 (1)°. The dihydroxyboron group is not coplanar with the benzene ring to which the B1 atom is attached: the C6-C1-B1-O1 torsion angle is equal to 32.39 (2)°.
The hydrogen atom bonded to O1 is involved in a relatively weak intramolecular O1-H1O···O3 bond. The hydrogen atom at the O2 atom paricipates in the intermolecular hydrogen bonding, which leads to the formation of centrosymmetric dimers (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was received from Aldrich; crystals suitable for X-ray study were grown from toluene.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were located in the difference map and refined isotropically; C-H 0.946 (15)-0.978 (15) Å; O1-H1O 0.821 (16) and O1-H2O 0.853 (17) Å. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) showing the atom labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms are drawn at the 50% probability level; H atoms are shown as small circles of arbitrary radius. 
